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US HISTORY QUIZ  

 
When did vital records 
become mandated by the 
federal government? 

 
   

See page 5 for the answers! 
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       Thursday 
       March 8, 2012  
        7:00 p.m.                   

        Masonic Temple  
          396 W. Clay Ave. 

 

ęPhoto RetouchingĚ 
Webinar  

(Family Tree Magazine)  

 
How are your family photos holding up? If youôre like most family 
historians, you probably have pictures that are torn, taped, 
scratched, dirty, dusty, faded or almost indistinguishable.  Wish 
you could wave a magic wand and make those imperfection 
vanish, so your old photos look new again?     
 
ñQuick Picsò Bogged down with boxfuls of family photos to digitize? 
We show you three ways to speed up the scanning process.  
      Scanning your family photos, slides and negatives opens up 
many possibilities. You can use the digital images in your genealogy 
software and share them with relatives on a CD, DVD or photo-
sharing Web site.  Though you certainly wonôt want to discard the 
originals and digital copies serve as backups in case disaster strikes.   
      Thereôs got to be a better way, right?  We dug into different 
digitizing options and discovered three routes to swifter scanning. 

Bring a Guest  

They Are Always Welcome To Come!  

 

Muskegon County Genealogical Society Joins the 1940 U.S. Census 

Community Project!!  See page 3 for more information! 

Are you Ready for the 1940 U.S. Census Images? April 2, 2012 will be a 

busy day for genealogists in the U.S. as the images for the 1940 United 

States census are released to the public. Learn the strategies needed to find 

the images you want, especially during the first few weeks before the images 

are indexed. Besides tips and tricks, you'll also learn what information was 

collected during the 1940 U.S. Census and how it can help your genealogy 

research.  Check out a live webinar through Legacy Family Tree on 

Wednesday, March 7, 2012 at 2:00 PM Eastern (U.S.)  To register, visit 

http://www.legacyfamilytree.com/Webinars.asp#archives. 

http://www.genealogymuskegon.org/
mailto:mcgs1972@yahoo.com
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Wednesdayôs 1:00ð4:00 p.m. 

141 E. Apple Ave. 
2nd Floor 

 

Our 

February 

meeting was 

presented 

with two Webinars while snacking on 

movie night popcorn. First was the 

solving of myths vs. reality for traditional stories 

involving a Civil War soldier and his slave.  Also viewed 

was the discovery of a Native American roster ledger 

leading to reasons why these people chose to work in 

Wild West shows and movies. Generous Eileen 

Wojewodzki treated us with cheese pops along with a 

variety of cookies: pecan sandies, mint and cheese cake 

middles and fudge sticks. Our great night saw lucky 

Nancy Zissler as door prize winner.  Our Twig Talk 

detectives were John and Phyllis Slater. We may see 

the correct spelling of the Irish walking-fighting stick!! 

County Clerkôs Office  
Jane Gates,  
Dawn Kelley 

                           Barb Martin 

Hospitality    
Jane Walker Weber  

Paula Halloran 
Connie Fales  

 Library  
Barb LaBatt Martin 

We would like to give a warm welcome to our  

NEWEST members.    

 
Richard & Adde Lou Garter, Muskegon, MI 
SURNAMES: Garter, Schott  

Pat Wright, Muskegon, MI 
SURNAMES: Wright, Davenport, Hollister, Mallory  

Nancy Dotson, Muskegon, MI 
SURNAMES: Dotson, Swick 

Mike & Penny Habetler 
SURNAMES: Hanks, Garvey, Habetler, Morton, 
Necazie, Phillippo 

Brenda Lindberg, Grand Rapids, MI 
SURNAMES: Bolthouse/Bulhuis, Driver, Gilison, 
Jasperse, Klein, Parsons, Schut, VanDenBerge, 
Zuidema 

Betty Brischke ï (Birth name - Ramona Mae 
Tyndall), Muskegon, MI  
SURNAME: Tyndall/Tyndal/Tindall/Tindal 

Members are important to us so please keep in 
touch.  Share your news with us.  Letôs celebrate 
together! And donôt forget to keep your phone, 
address, and email information up-to-date. 

Membership  
Susan Boos Gerst 

tsgerst@yahoo.com   
Kathy Broughton DeCormier 

NEW BOOKS 

 

¶ The Woodland Indians of the Western Great Lakes, 
by Robert E. Ritzenthaler & Pat Ritzenthaler 

¶ The Saga of Iron Mining in Michigan's Upper Penin-
sula, by Burton H. Boyum 

Hackley Public Library  

Mon, Tues, Wed 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
Thurs, Fri, Sat 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.                           
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Rations from the Montague Observer 

Thursday 
August 9, 1945 
Page 5 

Thursday 
November 15, 1945 
Page 3 
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Genealogy News & Tips  

Ancestory.com  
Copyright 2012 

(P.S. If you see typos, we canôt                              
change it because it is copyrighted.) 

             
 

Copy the Entire Page 
When writing or visiting a county clerkôs office for a record, I 
ask for a copy of the entire page, not just a certified copy. I 
found that strikeouts in the original record can tell a lot 
more than whether the recorder was accurate. "Originals" 
may not be the first record, as in a case in Western Virginia 
where the recorder apparently had put information pertain-
ing to my ancestorôs death into one book and then tran-
scribed it into a record (complete with strikeouts and cor-
rections) that went to Richmond at the end of the year. 
Marilyn Steber, San Diego 
 
Siblingsô Death Records 
Be sure to cross-check the death certificates of your ances-

torôs siblings'. My great-grandfatherôs mother was a mys-

tery. Her first name had been listed as Eleanor, Elender, 

and Elvira in different census records. There was also a 

question about her last name. Unfortunately, the death cer-

tificate of my great-grandfather was hard to read. I couldnôt 

make out his motherôs name with certainty. So I looked for 

his siblingsô death certificates and compared them all to 

figure it out. Now I search and save death certificates of all 

siblings. Itôs also helpful in making sure I have the right 

brothers and sisters listed. Cindy Lee 

FYI 
Diocesan Archives, C/O Fr. Dennis W. Morrow, Archivist, 
360 Division Avenue, S., Grand Rapids, MI 49503-4539, 
(616) 459-4509.  You would make a donation for the re-
search and if any copies had to be made. 
   
Oceana County Historical and Genealogical Society 
Many of you have roots in the Oceana County, Michigan, 
they are located at 114 Dryden St., Hart, MI. 231-873-2600. 
Open Wednesday only 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. They are 
there to help you on site, by email, by mail.     
 
Internet Genealogy ï Images are provided by Library of 
Congress, Washington, DC ï Free site.  Looking for news-
paper obituaries for family members? Donôt overlook the 
Chronicling America website located at 
www.chroniclingamericaloc.gov.  With literally millions of 
pages of newspapers and thousands of titles ranging from 
the 1800s to the early 20

th
 century, youôre almost guaran-

teed to find something.  Website is easy to search and to 
save with multiple formats.  By Tony Bandy, Internet Gene-
alogy   
 
Grand Haven Tribune Obituaries & More Online 
http://loutitlibrary.org/index.php?
option=com_content&view=article&id=144&Itemid=104 

On the right hand side click Genealogy resources. 
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Muskegon County Genealogical Society has joined forc-
es with genealogy societies and organizations around 
the country as part of the 1940 U.S. Census Community 
Project. The initiative aims to publish a free, online 
searchable name index of the 1940 U.S. Federal Census 
after images of the census are released to the public in 
April 2012.    
 
This online index will be free forever, offering family his-
tory researchers a rich genealogical data set for their 
ongoing use. Three leading genealogy organizations, 
Archives.com, FamilySearch International, and findmy-
past.com, launched the initiative at the end of last year, 
and the project is already engaging volunteers to help 
provide this invaluable resource to family historians 
around the world as soon as possible. 
 
The index created by the project will allow the public to 
easily search every person found in the census and view 
digital images of the original census pages where he or 
she is listed. The highly anticipated 1940 U.S. Census is 
expected to be the most popular U.S. record collection 
released to date. 
 
ñThe 1940 Census is attractive to both new and experi-
enced researchers because most people in the United 
States can remember a relative that was living in 1940. It 
will do more to connect living memory with historical rec-
ords and families than any other collection previously 
made available,ò said David Rencher, Chief Genealogi-
cal Officer for FamilySearch. 
 
The 1940 U.S. Census Community Project is also receiv-
ing support from leading societal organizations like the 
Federation of Genealogical Societies, National Genea-
logical Society, and Ohio Genealogical Society, as well 
as other societies around the United States. 
 
Go to www.the1940census.com/society and register to 

participate with our society.  Simply select <society 

name> on the profile screen when creating your account. 

Every new person indexing with our society gets us clos-

er to milestones that qualify us for incentives provided by 

the sponsors of the project, so sign up today! 

Society Member Outreach 

1940 Society Newsletter  

Article 

Muskegon County Genealogical Society Joins the 

1940 U.S. Census Community Project!! 

http://loutitlibrary.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=144&Itemid=104
http://loutitlibrary.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=144&Itemid=104
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The Muskegon County Genealogical members were recently restoring the old Montague Observer newspapers.  We ran 

across the following memoir and thought you might like to read it as well.  This will appear as a continuing story in our 

newsletter. The Montague Observer was a weekly paper and the series ran from April 17, 1924 ï June 12, 1924. We have 

reproduced it exactly as it was printed. 

 

MEMORIES OF LINCOLN AND MY CIVIL WAR SERVICE 

By JAMES H. HASKINS OF HOWARD CITY 

Mr. James H. Haskins of Howard City, who was a member of Co. K., 150
th
 Penna. Vols., and 

who now has reached the ripe old age of 80 years, will give us a story on ñMemories of Lin-

coln and My Civil War Service,ò which will be run in serial form in this newspaper.  The editor 

appreciates securing this feature and feels our many readers will enjoy reading the experienc-

es from week to week. 

HISTORY OF THE REGIMENT 

The 150
th
 Pennsylvania, also called Second Bucktails, was one of the fighting regiments and 

was organized at Philadelphia and Harrisburg in August and September, 1862, and mus-

tered out June 23, 1865.  It was commanded by Cols. Langhorne Wister, Henry S. 

Huidekoper and George W. Jones in succession.  Col. Wister was an officer in the Old Buck-

tails.  

 

 

Arriving in Washington, Company K of this regiment was stationed at the Soldiersô Home and the White House, where it 

remained all during its service as President Lincolnôs bodyguard.  The percentage of killed of the regiment was far above 

the average.  At Gettysburg it lost 29 killed, 151 wounded and 84 missing out of 417 taken into action.  Both Wister and 

Huidekoper were severely wounded in that battle.  Its last battle was Dabneyôs Mill, Feb. 5, 1865.  It belonged to Double-

dayôs Division, First Corps, and lost 112 killed and 95 from disease, etc.  Its total of killed and wounded was 431, and 38 of 

its members died in Confederate prisons. ïJohn McElroy, editor National Tribune, former national commander of the 

Grand Army of the Republic. 

 

My enlistment in the service of the Union army was dated Aug. 15, 1862. We left Meadville, Penna., on August 26 and 

arrived in Harrisburg, the same state, on August 27, after riding from Elmira, N.Y., to Harrisburg in box cars.  We found 

Camp Curtin alive with men and boys going forward to answer the call of President Lincoln for three hundred thousand 

more men.  We were mustered into the United States service August 30, 1862.  On September 2 we drew our uniforms 

and on the following day our arms and accoutrements.  We were also given our number as regiment and company at this 

time---Company K of the 150
th
 Pennsylvania volunteers, afterwards known as the ñSecond Bucktails.ò 

On September 5 we started for Washington and while marching through Baltimore, Md., heard such remarks as this: ñLee 

will be in Washington before you will.ò  We arrived in Washington, September 6, having run through from Baltimore very 

slowly for fear of tracks being torn up; we got through safely. 

 

We had our breakfast at the Soldiersô Retreat and it was the first meal I did not relish after leaving home. We were ordered 

to Marengo Hill to camp with our sister regiment, the 149
th
 ï also Bucktails, but through some mistake we marched away 

past where we were expected to stop.  After discovering the error, we marched back to the Retreat, near the depot of the 

Baltimore railway, where we arrived about dark, having made our first march in a hot September sun without anything to 

eat and very little to drink.  Some ate supper, but I could eat nothing.  
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New Fort Kent (Maine) Massive  

Genealogical Collection Unveiled 
 
Go to the northern tip of Maine. That is also the northern 
end of U.S. Highway 1. There you will find Fort Kent. The 
town is on the border with New Brunswick and is only a few 
miles from Quebec province. Most of the town's residents 
have French-Canadian names. Now a huge collection of 
French-Canadian genealogy information has become 
available in Fort Kent. 
 
Thanks to the efforts of Leon Guimond, Chad Pelletier, the 
Fort Kent Historical Society, and the Acadian Archives at 
the University of Maine at Fort Kent, along with financial 
support from Fort Kent native Greta Martin, a massive col-
lection of books, photographs, notes, maps and related 
genealogical ephemera is now indexed, cataloged and 
available to researchers and historical buffs interested in 
family history. The materials include information about 
Franco-American families in Maine, Quebec, Vermont, 
Rhode Island, Massachusetts and Ontario. More than 
1,200 books and periodicals, dozens of articles and hun-
dreds of photographs, maps and index card notes of 
family histories are available. 
 
Information provided by Julia Bayly in the Bangor Daily News at http://
goo.gl/MFeF2. 
 

ANSWER TO PAGE 1 QUESTION 
 
Vital records in the United States have been variously 
maintained at the local and state level since colonial 
times. It was not until the mid-eighteenth century its value 
was recognized in collecting health information, and not 
until early twentieth century that it became mandated 
by the federal government and not wholly observed 
until the mid-1930s.  
 
Prior to civil registration records were kept by the church, 
and in earlier times it was the church that supplied infor-
mation to local and state governments, but this practice 
shifted as more states passed laws requiring registration 
and the church no longer played a role. However, laws 
differed from state to state and the practice of registering 
births and deaths was inconsistent. In 1902 the federal 
government began requiring states to report vital statis-
tics information, including marriage and divorce. So the 
laws requiring vital records as we know them began in 
the early nineteenth century, but it would be as late as the 
mid-1930s before all states were on board. 
 
Another good resource is the vital records websites for 
your state and county of interest, which typically provides 
the time range and repository for current and past rec-
ords. 
 

Information courtesy of Answers at Genealogy Today, by Elisabeth 
Lindsay, January 25, 2012; http://www.genealogytoday.com 
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The new National Archives website 

John Grenham 
 

The National Archives have just giv-
en their website, nationalarchives.ie, 
a welcome facelift. The new design 
is a model of clarity: easier to read, 
more intuitive to navigate, and with 
expanded guides to collections, digi-
tal resources and genealogy. 
 
However, the real meat and pota-
toes of any archival website is the 
online catalogue. Even where  

entries consist only of record descriptions and titles, 
rather than actual records, a database catalogue gives 
users the power to search much more widely and more 
precisely. Here too, the new version is orders of magni-
tude more powerful than the old one. It is now possible 
to do a full-text search for any word in the catalogue 
record and to juggle by virtually any criterion. 
 
The introduction to the catalogue points out that the 
majority of the records covered relate to 20th century 
Government departments and warns sternly that the 
contents ñare not especially relevant for genealogical 
researchò. A serious underestimate of just how omniv-
orous family historians can be. My first query in the 
catalogue was, of course, the word ñGrenhamò. And 
there was a file on my grandfatherôs application to the 
fledging Dept of Finance in 1923 for compensation for a 
car confiscated during the Civil War. The moral is: 
ignore stern warnings, search everything. 
 
The old catalogue search included one anomaly, a copy 
of the Ireland-Australia transportation database created 
from the Archivesô records in 1988 as part of the Aus-
tralian Bicentennial. To make it fit the archival records 
format, a great deal of shoehorning had to happen, with 
the result that it was very peculiar indeed to search. 
This time, the Archives have very sensibly not even 
tried to incorporate it directly. Instead, the entire data-
base is now downloadable as a single 7 MB file, at ti-
nyurl.ie/61u. 
 
Information courtesy of irishtimes.com, February 6, 2012. 

 
The National Genealogical Society 2012 Family His-
tory Conference will be held May 9-12, 2012 at the 
Duke Energy Convention Center in Cincinnati, Ohio. 
The convention center is located in the heart of down-
town Cincinnati, just blocks from I-71 and I-75 and 10 
minutes from the Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky Interna-
tional Airport. The downtown area offers shopping, din-
ing, theatre, a lively arts and music scene, and is just a 
short walk from the Ohio River. For more information, 
visit http://www.ngsgenealogy.org/galleries/new-
gallery/129928_NGS_OhioFlyer_REV.pdf. 


